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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


A sticut consideration of the present state of the Anti-Slavery 
question, at home and abroad, appears to us to afford much ground 
for satisfaction and encouragement. We are, therefore, desirous 
of briefly stating some of the observations which occur to us on 
this subject. 

We will first direct our attention to the indication of public senti- 
ment in England, afforded by some of the public prints which 
have the largest circulation in this country. Among these we 
may mention the Times, Morning Herald, Morning Chronicle, 
Manchester Guardian, and Leeds Mercury. In the former of 
these journals we haye recently noticed, with much satisfaction, 
articles on slavery in India, on slavery in America, and on the 
American Colonization Society. We might also refer, with 
similar feelings, to remarks in the Chronicle on American slavery, 
as well as to judicious and talénted articles in the ‘other news- 
papers we have mentioned. We, however, fear that, in naming 
a very few only of the journals to which our remarks have 
reference, we may seem to do injustice to many, both in town 
and country, in which the claims of the slave are conscientiously, 
zealously, and ably advocated. 

We must not omit, in connexion with the subject to which we 
are referring, to advert to the altered tone of some newspapers, 
which have done themselves no small discredit by the manner in 
which they have, in past time, alluded to one of the fairest acts 
in the records of British history, the act of emancipation. We 
might cite as an illustration of this remark, the organ of the 

lanters, the Colonial Gazette, and quote, as an evidence of some 
improvement, passages in the review of Gurney’s Winter in 
the West Indies, and a notice of the recent work on American 
slavery. 

For the purpose for which we have referred to the newspaper 
press, we would advert to our literary periodicals, and observe 
that a most satisfactory testimony to the results of emancipation 
will be found in the last number of the Edinburgh Review, in an 
article on free trade. We may also remark that the London and 
Westminster Review has distinguished itself as the advocate of 
the slave, particularly in a paper since published in a separate 
form, under the title of the Martyr Age of the United States. 

The Electic Review has laboured in the same cause, and has won 
for itself no small honour by the often repeated attacks on the 
iniquities of slavery and the slave-trade contained in its pages. 
We might further allude with much satisfaction to sentiments 
which we have seen in the Christian Observer, conducted by 

_ members of the church of England, in the Baptist Magazine, the 
Saturday Magazine, and in Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal. The 
proper limits of this article will not, however, allow us to enlarge 
upon this fruitful topic. 

If, from England, we turn our attention to the United States of 
America, we find there a large number of newspapers exclusivel 
devoted to the abolition cause. It is also a source of nos 
satisfaction to us to know, that there are in that land men whose 
zeal on behalf of the rights of the slave is not inferior to that of 
any who have promoted the same righteous cause in our own 
country. We may add, as might be expected under such cir- 
cumstances, that public sentiment in the United States is 
advancing with no slow or uncertain progress. On this point 
we quote an illustrative remark from a recent publication in 
that country, by Dr. Channing, entitled Lmancipation. In re- 
ferring to an article of the American constitution, requiring 

“the surrender and return of fugitive slaves, it is said “ this pro- 
vision of the constitution is undergoing a silent repeal, and no 

ower on earth can sustain it. Just in proportion as slavery 

ecomes the object of conscientious reprobation in the free states, 
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just so far the difficulty of sending back the fugitive increases. In 
the part of the country where I reside (Boston), it is next to 
impossible that the slave who has once reached us should be 
restored to bondage. Not that our courts of law are obstructed ; 
not that mobs would rescue the fugitive from the magistrate. We 
respect the public authorities. Not an arm would be raised 
against the officers of justice. But what are laws against the 
moral sense of a community? No man amongst us who values 
his character would aid the slave-hunter.” 

A circumstance has lately occurred in the western world, in 
relation to which the anti-slavery feeling in the United States has 
been strikingly manifested. It is well known that, not long since, 
some Africans who had been recently imported into Cuba as 
slaves, and who were re-embarked from Havana for Puerto 
Principe, rose upon the persons in charge of the vessel, killed some 
of them, made themselves masters of the ship, and were finally 
carried into Newhaven, in the United States, ee a ship of war be- 
longirg to the government of that country. These Africans, who are 
not legally slaves, have been claimed as such by the Spanish repre- 
sentative in the United States, for the purpose of sending them to 
Cuba. On the other hand, in order to secure, if possible, justice for 
these men, the abolitionists of America have engaged the assistance 
of some of the most distinguished lawyers in that country, and the 
strongest remonstrances have been addressed to the government on 
their behalf. ‘The public press has lent its aid, and teems with allu- 
sions to the deeply interesting and momentous question, whether 
the Africans of the Amistad shall be protected, or delivered over to 
almost certain death, in an island where laws for the abolition of the 
inhuman trade in men are flagrantly and extensively violated, and 
where (as may reasonably be supposed from a knowledge of this 
fact, as well as from the history of slavery in other lands,) laws 
for the protection of slaves are to a great extent a dead letter. 
Whatever may be the result of the proceedings now pending, to 
which we look with more of painful foreboding than of hope, we 
regard with much satisfaction the deep pisvemsee: which has been 
manifested in the situation of the Africans of the Amistad; and 
believe that the circumstances connected with this case will do 
much to increase the interest felt in the lot of the slave in America, 
and in other parts of the world. 

We feel it needful, before quitting the subject of the Africans of 
the Amistad, to state distinctly, that, as Christians, we strongly 
condemn the killing of the crew of that vessel; but, when we 
consider that these Africans had been cruelly forced from their 
native land, and were illegally held in bondage, and that they 
were untaught the benign doctrines of the gospel, we cannot 
think that they should, either in law or justice, be delivered 
over to the tender mercies of men by whom law and justice 
are openly trampled under foot. 

We should do wrong to the prospects of abolition in America, 
did we not, in attempting to describe them, advert to one work, 
among others, worthy of much praise, recently published in that 
land. We now speak of Dr. Channing’s Emancipation, from 
which we have quoted a short extract. This pamphlet appears to 
us inestimable for its noble advocacy of the claims of the slave, 
and the spirit in which they are urged, while the eloquent lan- 

uage in which it is written is worthy of its intrinsic excellence. 

e are much mistaken if this little book, and its precursor, J. J. 
Gurney’s Winter in the West Indies, (originally published in the 
United States,) have not a powerful influence on the American 
mind, and on the liberation of nearly three millions of slaves held 
in that country. 

We pass on to the Brazils, which has been called by the Colonial 
Gazette, with a levity or want of proper consideration which we 
cannot but deeply regret, “the bugbear ‘of abolitionists.” We 
confess that we are appalled by the consideration of the human. 
misery and enormous guilt which are to be found in a country 


1| holding from 2,500,000 to 3,000,000 of slaves, and which is the 


greatest mart in the world for imported Africans, of whom 60,000 
are annually introduced. 

Some light has, however, arisen in the midst of the thick 
darkness of that unhappy land, in the circumstance that a 
portion of her inhabitants have discovered that the crimes of 
slavery and the slave-trade are inconsistent with sound policy— 
that “the land owner amongst us (to use language in a paper 
lying before us) does not draw areal and solid advan from 
the perishable capital which he is obliged constantly and suc- 
cessively to invest in slaves, who are disinclined to 5 Ped and 
who perish after a few years.” Again, it is said, “Slavery is an 
insatiable pe for all the goods and property of the Brazilian 
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planter. to the interior, to the provinces, and you will see 
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how the embarrassed planter sacrifices the last bag of coffee, the last 
bale of cotton, and the last bag of sugar, for buying more blacks, and 
more blacks; and thus goes off to Africa all that he possesses, like 
water which is absorbed by the earth, without ever returning,” 
The first of these extracts occurs in the rt of the deputies’ 
committee, which was presented on the 16th of June last ; and 
the second in the remarks of the Journal of Commerce, published 
at Rio de Janeiro. Some observations condemnatory 0 slavery 
and the slave-trade by Jose de Bonifacio, an eminent Brazilian 
statesman deceased, with prefatory remarks, have also just issued 
from the press at Rio de Janerio. We refer also, with much 
satisfaction, to a letter from shareholders in the Imperial Brazilian 
Mining Company, which will not, we think, be lost to the Anti- 
sla cause in the country to which we are = 

In Beain there are indications that the horrors of slavery and 
the slave-trade in her colonies will not mych longer be tolerated. 
In addition, to the account which has been lately given in our 
columns, of efforts to interest the people of that country in the 
abolition of slavery and the slave-trade and their results, we 
may state that, in a letter recently received from an important 
town in Spain, the writer says that every feeling of his heart is 
enlisted in the efforts now making for the deliverance of 
the slave. Our correspondent adds, that he will use his best 
efforts to establish an Anti-slavery Society in the place, and thus 
to follow in Spain the example of other civilized countries. 

We would next direct our attention to France. In eS 
one of the colonies of that country, a case of great cruelty has 
recently taken place, in which, according to established precedent 
in slave countries, the white offender, egy the commission of 
the crime is proved, is declared to be not guilty, and the sentence 
is heard with approving plaudits. The circumstances are stated 
in the Times of the 25th ult.; and five days afterwards, in the 
Morning Chronicle of the 2nd_ of this month, we find the follow- 
ing graph :—“ The French colonial minister has ‘sent orders to 
the French West India islands, in consequence of the infamous 
treatment of the female slave, and the acquittal of her owner, 
that henceforth all private prisons are abolished, and that slaves 
can only be confined in the public prisons, and that at least one-half 
of the judges must be from France, with some other minor regula- 
tions.’ Such an act on the part of the French government, shows 
the power and influence of the abolition party in that country. 
In this point of view, and as indicating a considerable degree of 
promptitude and energy on the part of the French government, 
we their conduct with much satisfaction, and as a good 
example to other countries in whose borders the curse of slavery 
is to be found. It is, however, only a remedy for one mode of 
oppression, and affords no protection against a thousand which are 
still possessed by the master of the slave, or his agent. It is like 
extracting a claw from the lion, while the monster is left at liberty. 
It is impossible to tie am justice for the slave, while retained in 
that degraded and helpless condition. 

We have very recently read with much pleasure, in a French 
newspaper called L’Esperance, which has a ,considerable circula- 
tion among protestants in France, the following remarks: “ Our 
readers are not ignorant that societies exist in England, whose 
efforts, after having obtained emancipation of the slaves in the 
English colonies, are at present directed towards those of other 
countries. France herself has her society of philanthropists for 
the same object. But hitherto French christians have done 
nothing to promote this end, except by isolated efforts. We be- 
lieve that it is a contemplated to establish a more syste- 
matic action. ile anticipating this, we will give from time to 
time information calculated to interest our readers in the lot of 
the unhappy slaves.” Thus does one and another new stream 
pour its waters into the swelling tide, on which liberty will 
shortly be borne to 250,000 slaves in the colonies of France. 

We ‘might allude to the progress of the anti-slavery cause in 
Holland, where the Rotterdam Society are likely shortly to pub- 
lish, in the Dutch language, 5000 or 6000 copies of the address to 
the people of that country and Denmark, and to take other steps 
calculated to promote the righteous object in which they are 


—*- 
e are informed that two gentlemen at Amsterdam have offered 
to sell their estates at a very reduced price, to any who wish to 
emancipate the negros. It is added that the colony, Surinam, is 
far from being in a flourishing state. a 

We might speak of favourable indications as respects Denmark, 
and express our trust that slavery in the colonies of that country, 
and the encouragement given to the slave-trade at St. Thomas’s, 
will not much longer disgrace a government which led the way in 
the legal abolition of the slave-trade. 

But it, is time to conclude. We trust that enough has been 
said to rove the statement we have advanced, as to the hopeful 

t-of the anti-slavery cause. Abolitionists of every land, be 

faithful, energetic, persevering! ‘The eyes of the world are upon 
a and, O! how earnestly would those of the slave be so, did he 

ow the position you occupy as his advocate and friend! Do 
your duty, and constantly seek the blessing of the most High upon 
te labours. Soon, then, will the jubilee of freedom, which 

dawned upon 800,000 slaves, be proclaimed for seven millions 

that yet remain. America and Africa will be freed from the moral 
J nce, by which their prosperity and moral and religious im- 
provement have been so long blighted. Christianity will have 
achieved a fresh and glorious triumph, and, disembarrassed of one 
of her deadliest foes, will advance with accelerated progress in 
subduing the world, until that day shall arrive when the know- 





ledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the 
sea; and, in every place incense shall be offered unto his name, and 
a, pure offering. 





SLAVE TREATMENT IN GUADALOUPE. 


A tri of considerable interest took place at the assizes of La- 
Pointe-a-Pitre, in the island of Guadaloupe, in October last. A 
colonist, named Douillard-Mahaudiére, was charged with having 
tortured and otherwise cruelly treated a female slave, named Lucile. 
It appeared from the act of accusation, which was borne out by a 
t number of witnesses, that the accused, who had recently 
ost his wife and several head of cattle by death, imagined that 
they had been poisoned ; and that Lucile was connected with a 
gang of negros, who were reported to be preparers of poisons, and 
were said to hold secret meetings, at which they decided as to ‘their 
victims, and fixed upon those who were to administer the poison 
Impressed with the idea of the guilt of Lucile, Douillard without 
examination or inquiry, had her immured in a dun eon 
where she was fastened to a bar of iron, and her left leg an arm 
were confined in a sort of stocks, so as to prevent all possibility of 
motion. In this cruel position, with the exception of her havin 
been able to extricate her arm, the wasting of her flesh oudeelar 
it possible to withdraw it, she remained an entire year. At length 
a milleped having during the night been gnawing her flesh the 
acuteness of the agony gave her momentary energy, and tearing a 
stone from the wall she was enabled to extricate her leg. Her 
relief was, however, of short duration, for on the following day. 
when the fact was discovered and reported to her master y the 
negro who conveyed to her the miserable rations of manioc flour 
and cod-fish which were allowed her, orders were given for her bein 
again placed in the horrible position of torture from which she 
had extricated herself. The unfortunate woman remained in this 
state of confinement altogether twenty-two months, the greater 
part of which she was allowed only a bottle of water a day, not- 
withstanding the great heat of the atmosphere ; and she "must 
have been starved to death, from the irregularity with which even 
the very small quantity of food allowed to her was supplied, if her 
daughter had not, in ae her clean linen, occasionally con- 
cealed some food in it, and if the daughters of her master had not also 
from time to time, but unknown to him, taken some nourishment 
to her, The dungeon in which she was confined was only nine 
feet long and six feet broad, and not four feet in height, with no 
other se 2 for light and air when the door was closed than a small 
window. The knowledge of this barbarous and illegal treatment 
having at length reached the law authorities, the prisoner, who was 
reduced to askeleton, was at length released by them, and a prosecu- 
tion was commenced against her owner. The court was excessively 
crowded, and many of the colonists who were present appeared to 
take a deep interest in the defence of the prisoner, which was 
chiefly confined to an assertion that he had only exercised the just 
right which a colonist has over his slaves, and that he believed the 
woman Lucile to have poisoned his wife and his cattle. The Procu- 
reur du Roi, (M. Marais) in his address to the court, stated the case 
against the accused, who it appeared had formally protested against 
the recent order which gives the law authorities the power of visit- 
ing the slave establishments in order that the slaves may be pro- 
tected against ill-treatment, pointed out the violations of the law 
committed by the accused, and stated that he would perform his 
duty to the end, notwithstanding the excitement amongst the 
colonists in favour of the accused, and the confident tone in which 
they predicted his Scquittal. During the address of the Procu- 
reur du Roi, the manifestations of dissatisfaction by the colonists 
resent were frequent and indecorous ; but, the president having 
eclared that he would see that the tribunal should be respected, 
they subsided. All the leading facts were, as we have stated, 
proved in evidence ; and it was also proved that there was no 
ground for supposing that any cattle had been poisoned by the 
natives, there being at the time a contagious a raging which 
carried them off; nor was there the slightest ground for supposing 
that the wife of the accused had been poisoned. Amongst the 
witnesses called for the prosecution was Lucile, who gave an 
account of her sufferings, and stated that another female slave had 
been'so inhumanly flogged upon the same absurd charge as that 
for which she herself was confined, that she died a few davs after- 
wards. The curé of the commune, stated that he had written a 
letter to M. Douillard, entreating him to release his slave, but 
that he had refused to doso. On being reproached by the presi- 
dent of the tribunal for not making further efforts in the cause of 
humanity, the curé replied, that he did not feel that he had a 
right to interpose between master and slave. The mayor of the 
commune, who was called as a witness, admitted that he had been 
requested to interfere, but that he had not done so, as he considered 
that masters had a _ to punish their slaves who offended ; and 
he entered into long details about his own losses of cattle, which he 
also attributed to poison. The accused was defended by M. Grand- 
He and the trial, which lasted several days, terminated in a ver- 
ict of acquittal. As soon as the verdict was pronounced, the 
colonists who were in the court rushed to M. Grandpré, and shook 
hands with him with great warmth, and then conducted M. 
Douillard out of court in triumph. Almost immediately after- 
wards M. Douillard got into his cabriolet, and drove through the 
streets of Point-a-Pitre, followed by his friends, amongst whom 
was the vice-president of the colonial council. When the crowd 
arrived opposite to the house of the advocate of M. Douillard, 
they set up deafening shouts of “ Vive Grandpré.”—Times, 
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TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE IMPERIAL 
BRAZILIAN MINING COMPANY. 


Havine, unknowingly in the first instance, become shareholders in 
a Mining Company which employs slave labour, we deeply feel 
the responsibility which devolves upon us, and upon all who have 
an interest in companies similarly situated. Thus impressed, allow 
us to call attention to the painful fact, that you, with ourselves, 
are slave-holders, and to present to you some information and re- 
flections in connexion with the subject. 

We may observe that the Brazilian Mining Company claims 
about 413 slaves, of whom about 168 are men, 114 are women, 
and 131 are children; and, in addition, there are 40 slaves 
hired by contract for a period of two years, Allow us to 
remind you that the slaves which are thus owned or hired, are 
the victims or descendants of those who were obtained by cruel 
wars carried on in Africa, in many instances waged for the very 
purpose of procuring captives for sale, or have been procured in 
other ways no less inconsistent with humanity and religion. This 
is the origin of the slavery the Imperial Brazilian Mining Com- 
pany is countenancing. 

We not only object in the strongest manner to the way in which 
this unrighteous species of property is acquired, but to the system 
of slavery, as in itself unjust and necessarily cruel. We cannot 
but regard such a system as in direct go to the righteous 
law of God, and to the merciful principles of the gospel. 

Entertaining these views of the essential character of slavery, 
we must strongly deprecate the countenance of it by the Imperial 
Brazilian Mining Company under any circumstances. We have, 
however, thought it our duty to make some inquiry as to the par- 
ticular situation of the slaves held by the Company, and we regret 
that, upon several important points on which we have sought 
information, we have either not been able to obtain it, or that 
which we have obtained is of the most unsatisfactory character ; 
for instance, the nature, extent, and effect of the punishments in- 
flicted on the slaves is not known to our Directors: only one return 
of such punishments appears to have been sent home, and that 
several years since. And with respect to the education of the 
slaves, it appears to have been abandoned in deference to the feelings 
and wishes of the slave-holders in the vicinity. 

We will not dwell upon the statements which have been made 
of cruelties perpetrated by some of the servants of the Company, 
when sapenened thousands of miles from the Directors, some of 
which, however, we believe to be too true ; we would rather call 
your attention to the circumstance, that the slavery which is thus 
sanctioned by the Imperial Brazilian Mining Company, is a system 
by which millions of human beings are subjected to a debasing, 
cruel; and, in many instances, life-destroying bondage—a system 
which fosters, both on the part of the slave and his oppressor, a 
fearful amount of immorality and neglect of religious obligations. 

- It must also be ever borne in mind, that, as slavery originated in 
the enormous iniquity of the slave-trade, so it continually fosters 
this evil, which exists to an enormous extent in the Brazils, in 
despite of laws for its abolition ; the number of its annual victims 
is calculated at 60,000! With a knowledge of these facts, can you 
withhold your most strenuous exertions to remove from your 
character the reproach of being a slave-holder, and from your 
conscience the guilt of being implicated in a crime so fatally and 
extensively destructive to human happiness, and to the advance- 
ment of civilization and religion ? 

Brother share-holders, there are no impediments to the immediate 
and complete emancipation of our slaves in the Brazils ; you have 
only to will it, and they may at once become free. It is our in- 
tention shortly to call upon the Directors of the Imperial Brazilian 
Mining Company to summon a meeting of the proprietors in that 
Company, to consider the deeply important subject of giving 
liberty to the slaves held by them. We respectfully and earnestly 
solicit the aid of all share-holders on this occasion, in order to effect 
an object in which our honour and duty are so deeply concerned. 
Should the Company perform that act of justice which is sought 
at their hands, we entertain the hope that it would in no small 
degree promote the righteous cause of emancipation in Brazil, and 
in other parts of the world. 

For ourselves we feel it a solemn duty to protest against the 
employment of slave labour by the Imperial Brazilian Mining 
Company, and express our determination to use our most earnest 
exertions to prevent its continuance, whenever an opportunity is 
afforded. ‘ 

igned b 
Epwasn y pened London. 

Grorce Tuomas, Bristol. 

EpwarpTHomas, “ 

. JoserH F Ry, . 

Any communication on the subject may be addressed to Henry 
Tuckett, at 7, South Street, Finsbury, 

London, March 3, 1841. 


Francis Fry, Bristol. 
Ricnarp Fry, “ 
Henry Tucxert, London. 





Tue subject of slavery in America having been brought under 
the consideration of the church meeting in Maze Pond, London, November 
24th, 1840, it was» 

Resolved—That, after hearing the resolutions of the Anti-Slavery 
Convention, and some statements in relation to the state of slavery in 
America, and especially in connexion with the professing church of 
Christ in that country, we do solemnly and deliberately record our deter- 
mination to refuse communion at the Lord’s table with any person known 
to be the holder of a slave. 


(Signed) Joun Atnis, Pastor. * 


EAST INDIA SLAVERY. 
GLEANINGS FROM EAST INDIA PAPERS, 1839. 


“Ir is in contemplation to form a society for the protection of 
native christians from the oppression of Temindars and others, 
and an Anti-slavery Society, to watch over the movements of the 
men-stealers of Hindustan.” 

The Commercial Advertiser states, that “the practice of kid- 
napping boys and girls is carried on at an enormous rate in Colinga 
and Calaseytollab, in the suburbs of Calcutta.” 

“Two s aves, girls, having-escaped from the residence of one of 
the Mysore princes, were brought before Mr. Patton, the magis- 
trate of Tellah, twenty-four Pergunnahs, by the Nazier of the 
coast ; the father of one and the mother of the other, who were 


ordered the parties to come forward, and questioned them, They 
stated that they had been severely ill-treated by their mistress, 
and refused to return to her mansion. The younger of the slave 
girls showed a large scab on the crown of fox head, which she 
said was occasioned by her mistress causing hot water from a 
kettle to be poured over it.”” The magistrate ordered the liberation 
of these girls. 

There is a case before the marine police authorities that is 
likely to prove subject matter for investigation before the Supreme 
Court, it being the discovery of twenty or thirty youths, belong- 
ing to a native vessel in the roads, in a state of slavery, having 
been purchased at various prices, from three rupees upwards, 
* * * * “The discovery was made by a Peon, who, accompanyin 
& boat proceeding to the vessel alluded to, had his suspicions excited 
by something apparently eoncealed in the bottom of the boat : on 
going to the spot he found, on removing the covering, several 
youths, the eldest not exceeding ten years of age. The boat was 
immediately ordered to make for the shore, and, on the circum- 
stance being made known to the master attendant, the result of 
the inquiry and search he ordered was the discovery of from 
twenty to thirty youths, either on board or being conveyed to this 
vessel, under the circumstances we have stated.” 

The parties guilty of the above transaction, seventeen in num- 

ber, were tried before the Supreme Court for “ piracy, felony, and 
robbery,” and the evidence produced on the tria fully established 
their guilt ; but the counsel for the prisoners, Mr. Fullerton, dis- 
covered a flaw in the indictment, the word feloniously having been 
left out of all the counts of the indictment except the last. The 
court held the objection to be fatal, although there was no doubt 
the prisoners were guilty of the crime with which they stood 
charged, and they were dismissed with a severe admonition from 
the bench. 
In commenting upon the result of this trial, the press observed, 
“It isan evidence that, however the law may be considered by 
some as the ‘ perfection of reason,’ it is in fact just the reverse ; 
for the P gman is not a solitary case of the course of justice being 
arrested by such errors in indictments, which, as in the present 
case, are pronounced § fatal,’ but are almost of daily occurrence.” 





THE SLAVE-TRADE. 


A most revolting and aggravated case of slave-trading has transpired, in 
a capture made by H. M.S. Ringdove. We have two accounts of it; the 
one from a correspondent of an American paper at Havana, the other from 


give them both. The letter from Havana is dated January 17th. 

“On Sunday morning last information was given that a slaver, captured 
by a British sloop of war, (the Ringdove,) had arrived during the night, 
and I determined to visit her. An officer reported the small pox on board, 
and directed the_negros to be removed tothe Romney, a British receiving 
ship in this harbour. Not fearing the small pox, I went on board the 
Romney on Thursday. Her commander is Lieut. Hawkins, who was in the 
battle of Trafalgar, and who received me kindly. On his deck, transferred 
from the slaver, were 240 children, boys and girls, from 7 to 13 years of 
age, all naked. Four are females of about 20, and one of these had an 
infant in her arms. They were busy washing and feeding them. Some 
appeared to be very ill, and many were much chafed and sore from the 
motion of the vessel ; a great number of them seemed to straighten them-- 
selves and stand up with difficulty, from their long confinement and bent 
position in the hold of the slaver. 

“She was lying alongside—a Spanish built vessel,named the Jesu Maria, 
of not more than 35 or 40 tons—about one-half the size of a common river 
sloop, and in all respects like a lime or manure boat from a Jersey or Long 
Island inlet. The water casks and ship stores were stowed in the hold, 
leaving above them, and under the deck, a space of from 2 to 3 feet, into 
which these children had been crowded. The cargo originally consisted of 
280; 30 had died before and 10 after the capture. 

“I expressed to the honest old lieutenant a desire to learn the story of 
these children and of their captivity, if it were possible, and he called u 
a black man who had been sent on board, and professed to speak their 
language. He stated that he had conversed with them, and that they had 
told him they had all been sold td traders in Africa by their parents. I 
asked him to point out one with whom he could speak—he hesitated—the 
lieutenant then ordered the woman with the child to be brought before him, 
and directed certain questions to be put to her. It was soon apparent to 
the lieutenant, to myself, and to a gentleman of Boston who had accom- 
panied me on board, that the black man was an impostor, and that he and 
the woman did not understand a word of what between them, 

‘‘ The slave-trade is much encouraged here by public feeling. Whena 
Guinea vessel arrives, it is immediately proclaimed by every body, if the 
slaves are men, that they were captives taken in war, and shipped to save 
their lives ; if children that they were sold by their parents. The com- 
merce is thus reputed to be philanthropic, and curses are loud and o 
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arrived from Burdwan, accompanied them. The magistrate . 


Mr. Candler, who fell in with the Ringdove at Cape Haytien. We shall 


against British interference. The city has several barracones, or public 
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slave-markets, in its vicinity. Ifslaves can once be got into any thlet be- 
fore capture, they are beyond the reach of British authority.” 

Mr. Candler’s account is from a letter dated Cape Haytien, Jan. 15. 

“« Went on board the Ringdove, ship of war, just arrived in the har- 
bour to get a supply of water. This vessel, commanded by Capt. the 
Hon. Keith Stewart, captured off Santa-Cruiz on the 29th ult., the 
Spanish brigantine, Jesu Maria, of small burden, having on board 248 
children of from ten to sixteen years of age, and four young women, mak- 

in all 252 captives. She took in her cargo at the river Sherbro, had 
been thirty-eight days at sea, and was bound to Porto Rico; twenty-eight 
had died previous to capture, and four since ; and twenty-two were in a 
very emaciated condition. ‘Ihe poor young victims had been placed on 
water-casks, on which no planks were laid, aud pr of them were 

ssand the deck 

was two feet eight inches; under the beams, two feet four inches ; average 
height, thirty inches. Let the horrifying fact be made known. Eleven 
persons, most of them villanous looking men, were taken out of the slaver 
as claiming to be passengers, and were on board the Ringdove to be sent 
to Porto Rico. The captain and crew had been sent to Havana, with the | 
vessel and cargo, for adjudication. The pilot of the slaver, a pretended 
passenger, a wicked-looking Cuban slave-stealer, showed me his chart of 
the African coast, and pointed out the precise places from which the cbil- 
dren were carried off. There is war, he says, between the Gallinas and 
Cape Mount people, and the captives were part of the fruits of the conflict, 
purchased of both parties, and sent to Sherbro to be shipped off as slaves, 
The present price of children of the above age is a doubloon’s worth of 
merchandise, disposed of at 50 per cent. profit, making the actual cost in 
net silver, eight dollars each! ‘The pilot tuld me he bought one for him- 
self for an old cloak and ap empty chest. A Cuban free black man, 
another passenger, related to me some of his iniquitous doings in Africa, 
and justified his conduct by saying that he could earn more money in this 
way than any other!” EF: Be eee 

e cannot help adding to this narrative, that Cape Mount is within the 
colony of Liberia. 














TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications for the Editor of the Anti-slavery Reporter should be 
addressed to the Anti-slavery Office, 27, New Broad Street, London. 








Anti-Slavery Weporter, 
LONDON, Marcu 10ru. 








Our friends will learn with much interest and gratification that 
Mr. Joseph Sturge is on the eve of departing for the United 
States, with a view to the advancement of the anti-slavery cause 
there. He sails by the British Queen, which leaves London this 
day. 

We are sure he will be followed by the sympathy and the 
prayers of many ; and we cherish the liveliest hope that his visit 
will afford important encouragement and aid to abolitionists in the 
Western world. The following minute is entered on the books of 
the Anti-slavery Committee in relation to this subject. 

_ © Our much valued friend and fellow-labourer, Joseph Sturge, 


has informed the committee of his intention, as an act of duty, to 


o 


“visit some parts of the United States, with the desire of being 


made instrumental in promoting the great and single object of the 
abolition of slavery and the slave-trade. 

** The generous devotedness of our dear friend is highly estimated 
by this committee, and the object which he has in view commends 
itself to our cordial sympathy. It is our warm desire and prayer 
that it may please the Lord to preserve him in health, to support 
him by his strength, and to bless his labours. 

“G,. W. ALExanDER, Chairman. 
“J. H. Trepeop, Secretary.” 





Our readers will see with satisfaction that the misdeeds of 
the Imperial Brazilian Mining Association, have at iength 
been taken up by the proper partics. The address to the 
shareholders which appears in our columns to-day, was circulated 
among such members of this body as attended a meeting of busi- 
ness on the 4th instant, and has heen subsequently inserted as an 
advertisement in the Times and the Morning Chronicle. It will 
surprise our readers, perhaps, to be informed, that this is the 
only way by which the shareholders of the association are acces- 
sible one toanother. Most naturally did those who have interested 
themselves in the gegen: question apply to the directors for 
access to the list of shareholders, that they might, by direct 
communication, make their fellow-proprietors acquainted with the 
facts, and elicit their opinion upon them. The directors have re- 
fused this request! This issturdy partizanship, we think, of the 
ernel and unrighteous system of slavery ; and is evidently doing 
all they can to shield both themselves and their course of iniquity, 
by preventing the proprietary from being appealed to. This atti- 
tude of the directors is indecent even to insult, and we are assured 
that it is also illegal. It is, of course,a very doubtful matter, how 
many of the shareholders may happen to see the advertisement ; 
but the directors may be assured that the busingss is in the hands 
of men who will not suffer themselves to be defeated by evasion. 
Their nefarious deeds must be dragged to the light. If they can 
be defended there, let them be so ; but they shall not be hidden. 


Tue attention of our readers should be particularly directed to 
the case of the slave-girl at Guadaloupe, and the action of the 


French oo thereon, as noticed in the article headed Signs 


[ WEDNESDAY 
WE gave in our last a cop 


y of the memorial respecting the condi- 
tion of the Africans liberated by British cruizers, which was lately 


resented to Lord Palmerston by a deputation of the Anti-slavery 
Committee. We subjoin with Lo age the courteous acknow- 
ledgment of it by his lordship which the Committee have subse- 
quently received. ; 

“ Foreign Office, March 9th, 1841. 

“ Srr—I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge 
the receipt of the memorial of the 6th ult., from the British and 
Foreign Anti-slavery Society, forwarded by ycu as chairman, and 
urging his lordship to take steps for securing to the liberated 
Africans in Brazil, in Surinam, and in Cuba, the rights which 
accrue to them under the treaties concluded by Great Britain 
with Brazil, the Netherlands, and Spain ; and aren to request 
that you will state to the society, that her Majesty’s government 
shares fully the humane sentiments expremed by them on this 
occasion ; that the subject to which their memorial relates has 
already for several years engaged the attention of her Majesty’s 
government, and that repeated communications have been made 
thereupon to the governments of the countries in question, as 
appears by the papers annually laid before parliament. 

‘Lord Palmerston regrets that the endeavours of her Majesty’s 
government on these matters have not as yet been attended with 
success ; but he has recently issued instructions to her Majesty’s 
ministers at Rio de Janeiro, at the Hague, and at Madrid, to 
press in the most urgent manner the governments of Brazil, of 
the Netherlands, and of Spain, to agree to arrangements calculated 
to ensure to the liberated negros the full benefit of that freedom 
to which they are entitled by treaty. 

** 1 am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 


Si ned ) “* LEVESON.” 
“ J. Conder, Esq.” 





GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 

Ir will be in the recollection of our readers, that, at the General 
Anti-slavery Convention, an address to Sovereigns was agreed to, 
the duty of presenting it being devolved on the British and Foreign 
Anti-slavery Committee. Of the presentation of this address to 
the Queen of England, and to some other Sovereign powers, an 
account has already appeared in our columns. We have now the 
pleasure of reporting further progress in this matter, as exhibited 
in an official document recently laid before the Anti-slavery Com- 
mittee by a few of their number, to whom it had been confided. 


Report OF THE DEPUTATION APPOINTED TO PRESENT THE ADDRESS 
TO SOVEREIGNS FROM THE GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CoNVENTION, 
TO THE SEVERAL AMBASSADORS AND MINISTERS FROM FoREIGN 
Courts RESIDENT IN Lonpon, 
1, January 15th, 1841. 

J. G. Benrenps, Esq., Consul, representing the High Senate of 
the Free City of Frankfort. 

The deputation were courteously received. Mr. Behrends 
stated that he would, with great pleasure, forward the Address to 
the senate; and that, although the senate had no colonies or 
slaves, they would feel deeply interested in the objects to which 
it referred. 

2. January 25th. 


His Excellency M. Deprer, Ambassador Extraordinary and: 


Minister Plenipotentiary, representing his Majesty the king of 
the Netherlands. 

His Excellency informed the Deputation that his government 
had united with our own in a treaty for the suppression of the 
slave-trade; but, as he found the subject of the-abolition of slavery, 
which still existed in some of the Dutch colonies was referred to 
in the Address, he begged to be allowed a short time to consider 
whether it would be his duty to forward the same to his Sovereign. 

3. January 28th. 

His Excellency Prince Mavrocorpato, Ambassador represent- 
ing his Majesty the king of Greece. 

His Excellency expressed himself delighted to receive the 
Deputation on such a subject, and assured them of his sympathy 
with the objects of the Address. After adverting to the ¢ arge 
which had been brought against the Greek government, that its 
flag covered the slave-trade, he read a clause from the fundamental 
laws of the Greek nation, showing that slavery could not exist in 
any form in any part of its territories, and that the same provision 
extended to all vessels subject to its flag. They understood him 
to say, that, if slaves had on any occasion been transported by 
Greek vessels, it must have been clandestinely ; for the moment 
they trod the deck of a Greek vessel they were ipso fucto free. 
His Excellency said that, if, however, there were any cases dis- 
covered of slave-trading under the Greck flag, and particulars 
were forwarded to him, he would transmit the same to his govern- 
ment, and a strict inquiry would be instituted in the same. He 
assured the Deputation that they might rely on the Greek nation 
to aid them in the cause, as the Greeks themselves had suffered 
severely, and had been compelled to take arms to recover their 
liberties. 

4, January 28th. 

His Excellency Baron de Bromr, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, representing His Majesty the king of 
Denmark. Although his Excellency had intimated that he thpught 
it might not be necessary to trouble the Deputation to wait on 
him, it was considered most respectful to do so: they therefore 
called at his residence, and, not finding him at home, left the 








Address. They are happy to add, however, that, in his Excellency’s 
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communication, he assures the committee that he will lose no time 
in transmitting the Address to his Sovereign, and feels convinced 


-that it will be received with all the interest which an Address 


emanating from an assembly convened for so noble a purpose ought 
to inspire. 
5. January 29th. 

His Excellency Don Manvet Mareno, Minister representing the 
government of Buenos Ayres, and the Argentine Republic. 

His Excellency received the Deputation with much kindness, 
and assured them, he would avail himself of the earliest opportunity 
of transmitting the Address to the government of Buenos Ayres. 

The Deputation understood him to say that measures had been 
taken, soon after the establishment of the present form of govern- 
ment at Buenos Ayres, for the abolition of slavery within its 
territories, and that these must end in a few years in its total 
extinction. He stated, also, that a treaty had lately been entered 
into with the British government for more effectually suppressing 
the slave-trade. 

6. February Ist. 

His Excellency the Baron de Cerro, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, representing the king of Bavaria. 

The Depntation were most cordially received by his Excellency. 
He assured them he was much gratified by the honour they had 
done him in calling, that, although Bavaria possessed no colonies 
or slaves, he fully concurred in the sentiments expressed in the 
Address which was read to him; and was persuaded that His 
Majesty the king of Bavaria would most willingly co-operate in 
any way in his power, to promote the extinction of slavery and the 
slave-trade throughout the world. 

7. February 6th. 

His Excellency Count Bsornstserna, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, representing the king of Sweden. 

The circumstances under which the Address was prepared for pre- 
sentation to his Majesty the king of Sweden and Norway having 
been briefly explained, and a copy of the Address read, his Excel- 
lency expressed in earnest terms his desire to promote, by every 
means in his power, the objects referred to in the Address, and ex- 
pressed his regret, that, in consequence of the season, he would be 
prevented from forwarding the Address to his Sovereign until the 
month of March. He would, however, avail himself of the earliest 
opportunity of so doing, and had no doubt that it would be most 
favourably received by the king. The Deputation understood 
him to say, that, in the only colony (St. Bartholomew’s) possessed 
by Sweden, there were no slaves, He requested to be informed 
by what means the association was supported, and begged of the 
Deputation to state in what manner they thought the king of 
Sweden could best prorhote its humane design, which they took 
the opportunity of doing. 

8. February 8th. : 

His Excellency Baron Butow, Ambassador representing the king 
of Prussia, in reply toa communication addressed to him soliciting 
an interview for the Deputation to present the Address, requested, 
in consequence of indisposition, to be excused from receiving the 
deputation, but directed the Address to be sent to B.Hebeler, Esq. 
the consul, who had received instructions from him to forward it, 
by the first opportunity, to his Majesty the king of Prussia. 

9. February 9th. 

John L. Prevost, Esq. Consul-general representing the Canton 
of Zurich Federal Directory. 

The Deputation, after a, few introductory remarks, read the 
Address, and Mr. Prevost assured them that he would avail himself 
of the first opportunity of forwarding it to the Burgo-masters and 
others constituting the Federal Directory. In the sentiments of 
it he fully concurred, and he felt assured that the Federal Direc- 
tory would do the same. Their power of aiding the anti-slavery 
ause, he apprehended, was very limited, as they possessed no 
direct interest in slavery or the slave-trade, but, as faras itextended, 
it would be freely afforded. 

: 10. February 11th. 

His Excellency Baron de Torre pE Moncorvo, Ambassador 
representing the Queen of Portugal. 

‘he Deputation were highly gratified by the frank, courteous, 
and candid manner in which they were received by this minister. 
The Address having been read to him, he informed the deputation 
that he had received positive instructions from his government 
to forward no addresses, without previously communicating with 
them in reference to it ; but, from the interest he felt in this 
subject, he should take upon himself the responsibility of de- 
viating from his orders, and transmit this Address to her Majesty 
on Saturday next. 

The Deputation understood him to make the following remarks 
—that his country, Portugal, had been accused of countenancing 
slavery and the slave-trade to a greater extent than could be 
supported by facts—that in the reign of Joseph I., which com- 
menced in 1750, a law was passed declaring freedom to every 
slave _who trod the soil of Portugal ; that in 1836, her Majesty 
the Queen of Portugal passed, unsolicited, an act for the more 
effectual extinction of the slave-trade ; and, that, although the 
Portuguese navy was not strong, yet many small vessels had 
been fitted out, and were now actively and successfully engaged 
= coast of Africa, in the suppression of this iniquitous 

ic. 
_ He greatly deplored the slave-trade, as having the most in- 
jurious effect in blighting and destroying the fair commercial 
prospects of several of their finest colonies on the coast of Africa ; 
and stated it to be his firm conviction, that nothing but imparting 





christian principles and instruction to the native chiefs would 
prevent their continuing the wars and rapine which had so long 
desolated Africa. it rir iss 

He affirmed that the Portuguese government were sincere im 
their desire to suppress the slave-trade, and are now determined 
on making the most strenuous and decided efforts for its ex- 
tinction. 

He admitted that the Portuguese had been tly disgraced 
in covering this traffic ; and tated te he had ye ranaet ex- 
amination the papers of thirty-six vessels transmitted to him 
by Lord Palmerston, which had heen captured by British 
cruizers. He found that the documents were in some instances, 
forgeries, in other cases = by men in the character of con- 
suls, &c., particularly at Cuba, who had abused the power they 
had received from the Portuguese government; but the autho- 
rities of Portugal were now resolved on instituting a severe 
scrutiny into the conduct of those persons, and on preventing 
such proceedings in future. He alluded to, and read to the Depu- 
tation, the speech of the minister for foreign affairs in Portugal, 
made on the 28th of last month, in which that functionary ex- 

ressed his determination to adopt immediately vigorous measures 
or the extinction of the slave-trade. He expressed himself much 

leased at the movement lately made in the Brazils (of which 
= is a native) for the abolition of slavery in that country. 

He presented to the Deputation a pamphlet on the slave-trade, 
addressed to Lord Palmerston, by Visconde de Sada Bandeira, 
printed in the Portuguese language, which, he remarked, con- 
tained some important facts, although he could not wholly 
approve of the spirit in which it was written. 

e added that he should be most ready at all times to receive 
or communicate any intelligence referring to the important objects 
of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, in which he felt 
a deep interest. 

(To be continued. ) 





CONGREGATIONAL UNION: DR. REED. 


Tue Anti-slavery proceedings of the Congregational Union at 
its meeting in Bristol, in October last, have drawn forth a letter 
from the rev. Dr. Reed, the colleague of the rev. Dr. Matheson 
in the deputation to America. It is inserted in the Con- 
gregational Magazine for January. We have no remarks to 
make, except on the following passage :— 


“I object to the policy and the right of making the slave question 
a test and term of christian communion. If a slave pledge is to be 
adopted, why not a peace-pledge, and a temperance-pledge, and a host of 
other pledges? This isnot the apostolic method. I disown and denounce all 
terms of communion, but the one term of our salvation—faith in Christ.” 


We should have been glad, certainly, to have found the judg- 
ment and influence of Dr. Reed on the side which we have seen 
it our duty to espouse in this matter ; but, since this is not to be 
our happiness, it becomes us to give a candid consideration to that 
which he has to say on the contrary. 

He “ disowns and denounces,” he tells us, “all terms of com- 
munion, but the one term of salvation—faith in Christ.” We 
think this statement must be inconsiderate. Certainly Dr. Reed 
will bear us out in saying that he admits persons to communion, 
not because they possess faith in Christ, but because they profess 
it. The profession of faith in Christ is, beyond question, the 
term of communion owned and acted on by himself and the 
whole Congregational body. It is true, that faith in Christ is all 
that candidates are called upon to profess; but that does not 


affect our position. It is not their having faith, but their pro- . 


fessing it, which, in that body, fulfils the condition of religious 
fellowship. This obvious distinction destroys the apparent force 
of the writer’s statement. It seems very plausible to say, “ nothing 
should be aterm of communion which is not aterm of salva- 
tion, and I act upon this rule.” In fact, no one acts on this rule, 
and no one ever can act upon it. No one knows with ¢ertainty 
who is a believer, and who is not. By various evidences, charita- 
bly interpreted, there may be formed a hopeful and probable 
judgment ; but we are always liable to mistakes, and we are all 
sometimes mistaken. Congregationalists wish to have fellowshi 
with none but believers, and they do their best to confine their 
fellowship to such persons ; but they can form only a proximate 
and probable judgment on this point. Hence their terms of com- 
munion are a profession of faith sustained by satisfactory evi- 
dences of its sincerity, and not faith itself. But faith itself, and not 
the profession of it, is the condition of salvation. ' That is to say, 
the terms of salvation and the terms of communion are not, even 
With Dr. Reed himself, one and the same. Something is a term of 
communion, which is not a term of salvation. Bee 

It is true, as already admitted, that faith in Christ is the only 
thing which Dr. Reed would require a candidate for communion 
to profess, But it is true also, that he would accept no such pro- 
fession without collateral evidences of its sincerity ; nay, if he 
found it associated with inconsistent conduct, he would allow it no 
force at all as aground of communion. — 
that, besides a profession of faith in Christ, Dr. Reed demands the 
fruits of faith, by which the sincerity of its profession may be 
evinced. 

Nor are we sure that this isall. We will not venture to assert 
it, but we put it to Dr. Reed, whether, in a case which left him 
no doubt of the sincerity of piety, there might not exist circum- 
stances—infirmities of character, for example, or infelicities of 
position—which would induce him to decline a proposal of religious 
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is by no means recondite. The n of religion is intended 
to honour its author ; and, if person be either of such character, 
or in such circumstances, that his profession could not answer 
this end, but would have a fa naa Ppt the ate 9 it cannot 
be answered, and the ob on of it ceases. On this principle it 
seems to us that some of the a lic directions concerning disci- 
pline must be understood. ill Dr. Reed take the pains to 
ascertain, whether, in every case indicated for separation in the 
New Testament, the absolute insineerity of the pasty is a neces- 


sary element! If he should think not, he will no difficulty 
in ing with us in the following position, namely, that religious 


fellowship should be acknowledged only where profession is 
accompanied, not merely by evidences of sincerity, but by things 
honourable to ws gene fi 

On this ground we judge that a person holding a slave is, either 
in character or position, unfit to be en as a professor of 
christianity, he may be a good man ; but his position as a slave- 
holder, is so abhorrent to christianity, that, while he is such, he 
ought not to make a profession. And if he should do so, it ought 
not to be recognised. : 

Ini addition to the — principle which we have thus endea- 
voured to dispose of, Dr. Reed takes a special objection. “Ifa 
slave-pledge is to be adopted,” says he, “ eat a peace-pledge, 
and a temperance pledge?” The whole semblance of argument in 
this interrogatory, lies in the harmless or equivocal character of 
the things with which the propounder of it has been pleased to 
compare slave-holding. Let us be permitted to substitute some 
other terms for peace and temperance, and we shall have no objec- 
tion at all to the interrogation. “If a slave-pledge is to be 
adopted, why not a robbery-pledge, a murder-pledge, and a forni- 
cation-pledge ”’ Certainly, if circumstances should arise which 
demanded it, Dr. Reed could have no objection to take from the 
members at Wycliff chapel a pledge that a robber, a fornicator, 
and a murderer, never should commune with them. The will of 
Christ is clear on that point. And not less clear do we think the 
will of Christ is ecting “ men-stealers.” If Dr. Reed does 
not think so, let him refrain ; but he can find no fault with those 
who do. There is no usurpation of he jr here ; it is a declara- 
tion merely of the sense in which the will of Christ, the only law- 
giver, is understood. 

Undoubtedly it is inexpedient to solicit pledges of this sort, un- 
less there are circumstances which require it. But circumstances 
may require it. Let us put a case. t us suppose that, in some 
of the churches in this country, the act of stealing becomes on 
some account so popular as not merely to escape church discipline, 
but to engage the voice of the churches officially on its side—to be 
declared a patriarchial custom, a divine institution, &c., &c. 
Would not such a state of things call for a declaration on the part 
of the churches who retained their uprightness, that they considered 
stealing to be among the sins against God and man, condemned 
by the authority of Christ, and requiring separation from christian 
fellowship ? ust such is the position of slave-holding at this 
moment in the United States ; and such is the action taken with 

ect to it—as just, we think, as we hope it will be beneficial. 
We trust Dr. Reed, and others of the Congregational body, will 
re-consider this subject. 





TO THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


THE ADDRESS OF THE BELFAST ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


BreTHREN, professors of the same faith with ourselves, will you 
suffer the word of exhortation which we feel ourselves bound to 
address to you, on the all-important and_engrossin cm of 
slavery? It has been widely circulated, and is generally believed, 
throughout Britain, that more than two millions of our fellow- 
creatures are enduring the — of slavery in your southern 
states—that the perpetrators of these wrongs are professing chris- 
tians—that the churches of America have, almost universally, con- 
nived at this gross outrage on justice and religion—and that, in some 
instances, instead of exercising the highest censures of the church, 
as was their duty to do, they have cast the shield of their protec- 


~ tion over the unrighteous dealer in slaves. There may, no doubt, 


be noble exceptions ; we hope there are many, and to such our 
address is not directed ; but the evidence is too plain and abundant 
to forbid the conclusion, that slavery in the United States has 
found its most secure refuge in the church ; and therefore do we 
feel ourselves imperatively called upon to address our remonstrance 
to our brethren in America, and to do so upon the high authority 
<n command—“ Exhort one another daily, while it is 

to-day, lest any of you be hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin.” 

Surely it is only “the deceitfulness of sin” that can account for 
the toleration of slavery by a church of Christ. It is a nt 
violation of the laws of revelation and the principles of chris- 
. If it is argued that slavery was permitted under the 
of we reply that it was permitted in the same 
way that polygamy was permitted, because of the hardness of the 

of the poopie, but both were manifestly and equally con- 
trary to the first meiples of the law of Moses. Nor let it be 
said that examples of slavery were found in the early christian 


i 


: ‘ churches ; for, while it is admitted that such did exist, they were 


- ever contrary to christianity, and they were tolerated only until the 
purifying prin of christianity should operate to ‘alk them 
out of the church. "Who would undertake {reconcile slavery 








fellowship. The principle on which such hesitation might arise 


with that one fundamental law of the gospel, “ whatsoever you 
would that men should do unto you, do ye even so to then ?? 
They are utterly incompatible, and subversive of one another. 
The early teachers of christianity did not introduce the c 
which it contemplated hastily ‘and violently. Their d aim 
was to gain alodgment for the truth of the gospel in the heart, and 
that was left to exercise its silent, but sure and gradual influence 
on the customs and tices of mankind. Among other evils, 
slavery was thus destined to destruction. Yet, neither under the 
law of Moses, nor in _ apostolic times, did any such slavery 
exist as is now found in the southern states of North America, 
nor could the toleration of the one, justify the encouragement of 
the other. Where shall a be found in the scriptures to 
justify the enactment of a law forbidding a slave to be taught the 
art of reading, making it criminal to instruct him in religious 
knowledge, and leaving him to the caprice of a cruel taskmaster 
to employ him or punish him as he will? The essence of modern 
slavery consists in constituting a right of property in man ; but 
such slavery is not found in the scriptures, nor can it be justified by 
them. Suppose that, when Paul sent back Onesimus to Philemon 
his master treated him as a runaway slave would now be treated 
in America, how would Paul have regarded Philemon? True, 
he sent him back, but it was not to be punished as a criminal, or 
treated as a slave, but that Philemon might have the opportunit 
of doing cheerfully what Paul, and the religion which he preached, 
required him to do. Had Philemon treated Onesimus with 
severity, or made such laws for his future conduct as are now made 
in America for the government of the slave, Paul would have 
disowned him asa disciple of Jesus, and denied him the privileges 
of christian fellowship. This is precisely what the churches of 
America should now do towards the traders in slavery. The whole 
system is in manifest contradiction to the religion of Jesus; and, 
while they voluntarily continue to be part and parcel of it, they 
should not be permitted to be part and parcel of the brotherhood 
of believers, 

It is peculiarly criminal in the churches of America to hold 
the protection of their shield over the abominations of slavery. 
American independence is the basis and boast of their national 
constitution. e need not remind you, that one of the funda- 
mental principles of the union was a condemnation of slavery. 
Drinking at this fountain, the national character has become sig- 
nalized by an unconquerable love of liberty. We have had many 
opportunities of remarking, that, when your eloquent men have 
visited our country, they fare been fond to speak of America, as 
“the land of the brave, and the home of the free” It was to you, 
therefore, above all people, we should have been disposed, in our 
first movements for the assertion of equal laws and rights, to have 
looked for 2 bee cag and succour. The idea of an American 
citizen would have encouraged us to expect a hearty co-operation ; 
and, when to this we added an American christian, we could not 
have imagined the possibility of indifference in the cause of liberty. 
What shall we say when we find whole churches, not only indif- 
ferent, but abetting the cause of slavery? American independence 
trampling on the rights of two millions of her people! Ameri- 
can churches holding their peace, while the bodies of men 
are enslaved, and their souls denied the bread of life that 
came down from heaven! American christians buying, and 
selling, and flogging their fellow men, their fellow-christians ! 
“ Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon, lest 
the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the 
uncircumcised triumph.” America, but especially the church of 
America, is disgraced for ever, if she clear not her escutcheon of 
the foul blot of slavery ; and let her be assured that, while the voice 
of the civilized world shall condemn her, the judgments of Jehovah 
will speedily overtake her. Her churches would do well to inquire 
into her commercial and public calamities. We have felt ourselves 
the shock of the mighty convulsion that has made your country 
heave, as though she were in the pangs of dissolution. “Consider 


your ways.” These judgments were at their height when your‘ 


_—_ appearances against the liberty of the slave were at their 
eight. “Shall I not visit for these things, saith the Lord? Shall 
not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?’ Let the 
churches of America repent—let them call upon the nation to re- 
pent, ‘in dust and ashes, for blood is found in their skirts! The 
church is the security of society ; and, if she be faithful in her testi- 
mony and discipline, God will spare the country for her sake, 
and establish her interests in righteousness, 

How can the churches of America endure to think that their 
country is almost alone among the civilized nations of the earth, 
in openly and nationally encouraging slavery? Our own country 
was once deep in criminality, but she has manifested repentance 
by her long, and arduous, and expensive efforts for the extinction of 
slavery. She is now joined by France, and Spain, and Portugal, 
and other European nations. All countries are uniting to cry sin 
and shame upon the accursed traffic in human flesh—and shall 
America stand alone? And shall the churches of America screen the 
offender? Would that she were only neutral: but our hearts 
have been afflicted to observe the treatment endured at your own 
hands by a noble band of martyrs and confessors among your- 
selves—we have listened with agony and woe to their recitals of 
their own dangers, and the sufferings of the enslaved whose cause 
they espoused—we have read with astonishment and grief that 
blood has often been shed, because the voice of religion was lifted 
up in the cause of humanity—and these heralds of mercy have 
assured us that the stronghold of slavery is now in the churches, 
Let the churches do their duty, and cast out of their communion 
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those who have polluted it bringing into them the stain of 
blood ; let them Vindicate the own gece by brin the 
offenders to punishment ; and soon may the churches of erica 
bring the whole nation to see and act aright upon the question of 
slavery. © that it may soon be found in its right mind, sittin 
at the feet of Jesus! Never rest, until you find your ve 
country joined in a holy league with our own and the other 
nations of the earth, to crush the vile demon of slavery, wholly and 
for ever. , 

You are, no doubt, aware that the christians of Britain have felt 
themselves called upon to enter into a solemn compact, to refuse 
the privile; of christian fellowship to any members of your 
churches who may be participators in the crime of slavery, either 
by practising it themselves, or conniving at it in others. Be 
assured this was a resolution not hastily formed ; it was adopted 
after Jong, patient, prayerful, and painful consideration. But it 
appeared to us, that the churches of America had fallen under a 
deep slumber, and that decided measures were n to awaken 
them to a just sense of their danger and duty. In g such a 
step we felt ourselves constrained by a strong sense of duty. As 
we could not admit to our communion a member of our own 
churches who was found to be a participator in the sin of slavery, 
it was only consistent that the same rule should be extended to all 
others. Fondly do we hope that this line of separation shall soon 
be removed—we cannot give you the right hand of fellowship 
across it—it must be cut away, and your hand must doit. O! 
let brethren be no longer separated. We would act an unwor- 
thy and injurious part did we’ suffer sin upon our brother. God 
is our witness, that, in what we have done, we have felt the force 
only of that command—“ Be not partakers of other men’s sins, 
keep:thyself pure.” We have often read of your revivals ; we 
have had our souls refreshed and strengthened by the reports of 
them ; we have been at pains to circulate the knowledge of them ; 
but what are we to say or donow? Were we to speak of them to the 
people at large, they would mock us and say, revivals in America! 
revivals and slavery! The slavery of America has brought con- 
tempt and scorn upon her revivals. Will you permit the good 
work of the Lord to be thus evil spoken of! Were you not even 
convinced of the sinfulrfess of slavery itself, would it not be your 
duty to destroy it as a hinderance to the cause and honour of 
Christ? But have not your revivals been declining? We have 
not heard of them lately, as we were accustomed to do in years 
that are gone by. Blessed be God, we are becoming more familiar 
with them at home, and it was from America this live coal was 
brought at first to kindle the fire of our altars. And must we 
now stand in the attitude of protesting against the sins of our 
teachers? Must we refuse our fellowship to those from whom 
we hoped to derive increasing benefit? Bitterly have we learned 
the lesson, “‘ cease from man.’’ And earnestly do we entreat you 
to lift up your voices like a trumpet, to show the people their 
transgressions, and testify against their sins ; then shall the work 
of the Lord again be revived among you—we shall hear of your 

rosperity, rejoice in your joys, and become partakers of your 

lessings. 

Consider that, while slavery is tolerated in America, you are 
judged by all the other nations of the earth to be the abet- 
tors of the slave-trade itself, especially while the humili- 
ating and disgraceful traffic of an internal slave-trade is 
known to prevail to a great extent among yourselves. Against 
this charge you perhaps exclaim with horror; yet rest assured 
it is thus your conduct is viewed by others. It is not easy to 
distinguish between slavery and the slave-trade, so as to excul- 
pate the one and condemn the other ; the one is dependant on the 
other ; see either and you destroy both: maintain the one and 
you uphold the other; they are one and the same sin in the sight 
of God. Yet, under the law of Moses it was ordained that “he 
who stealeth a man shall surely be put to death.” By encouraging 
slavery, we must express our solemn conviction that the churches 
of America are participators in the enormities of the slave-trade. 
And, oh! when you think of these—the capture of the slave— 
torn from his family in the dead of night—manacled and marched 
some hundred miles, till the galling fetters wear the flesh from his 
bones—confined on the sea shore in a loathsome dungeon, till an 
MC peor 8 for his shipment may arise—packed in the narrow 
hold of the crowded, fetid, suffocating slave-ship—imprisoned, 
under agonies of body and tortures of mind, which the robust only 
can survive—when landed, a living man hawked to the market- 
place, and sold to the highest bidder—then hurried away, to drag 
out a miserable existence, which, the longer it is endured, is the 
more intolerable !—Oh! can it be, that, by any part of your con- 
duct, you should be accounted participators in such deeds as these? 
Yes, the voice of pn makes this charge against the churches 
of America; they blame you as encouragers of the slave-trade, 
while you tolerate slavery. Even were the charge unjust, and the 
inference wrong, you should weigh it carefully ; but we are con- 
strained to join in this accusation ; and we say, calmly and advi- 
sedly, that, while rs do not abolish slavery at home, you can bear 
no consistent and honourable testimony against the slave-trade. 

Upon a great moral and religious question, such as this is, 
christians should give no uncertain sound. You should not leave 
it in the power, even of your enemies, to mistake your views. 
There was no obscurity in the views of prophets, and apostles, and 
Jesus Christ ; hear their words, and act upon them, and you shall 
fully meet the purpose of our remonstrance—* Is not this the fast 


that I have chosen, to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo'the 


heavy burden, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break 





every yoke!” “The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the ; he hath sent 
me to heal the broken hearted, to praah, Slvematio to the cap- 
tive, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bound, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
Signed, in the name, and on behalf of the Belfast Auxiliary to 

the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society— 

spe oreo Chairman. 

aMES STANDFIELD, ae 
F, A. Cater, } Scoretaries. 


DEPUTATION VISITING ENGLAND ON BEHALF OF THE 
AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


From the Times. 

The absurdities connected with such a demand on British benevolence 
are so numerous, that it is really surprising that any persons should have 
patience to listen to it. A few of these we may briefly enumerate. 

1. The field of the Society’s alleged labours is in a colony on the coast 
of Africa, called Liberia. This is wholly an American affair. But did we 
ever solicit tho Americans to help us in the matter of Sierra Leone; or 
have even the ‘‘ Nigger expedition” people, * ed * so much 
as thought of begging brother Jonathan to lend his aid? Why, then, 
cannot the Americans carry on their own colonization schemes, without 
sending round the begging-box in the British metropolis ? 

2, This said colony of “ Liberia” is now of twenty years’ standing. 
Would it be unreasonable to expect that, if based on any rational proba- 
bilities of success, it should now begin to show itself capable of sustain- 
ing its own obligations? 

3. But how comes America, possessing many millions of unoccupied 
acres of the richest fertility, to be employing her ships and seamen to carry 

reat numbers of her adult labourers to the pestilential coasts of Africa? 
Surely there must be something more in this than meets the ear! 

A document is now before us, which partly explains this mystery. It 
is a protest, drawn up several years since, against the proceedings of the 
American Colonization Society, and signed by ‘* W. Wilberforce, S. Lush- 
ington, T. F. Buxton, W. Evans, Samuel Gurney, William Allen,” and 
several others, in which it is unhesitatingly declared, that the said Society 
‘was formed chiefly to indulge the prejudices of American slaveholders,” 
and that “‘to the destruction of slavery throughout the world we are 
compelled to say that we believe the Colonization Society to be an 
obstruction.” 

Another passage in the same protest partly explains the drift and opera- 
tion of this crafty scheme. It is observed, that “ it fosters and increases 
the spirit of caste, already so unhappily predominant ; that it widens the 
breach between the two races; and exposes the coloured people to great 
practical persecution, in order to force them to emigrate,” 

This is, we believe, the real secret of the whole plan. It originates in, 
or at least is mainly fostered by, the dislike and dread which are felt by the 
American slaveholders towards the free coloured people of the States. 
Gladly would they expel the whole. The task, however, being too 
weighty, this sxpoliaat is resorted to ; a professed philanthropic scheme of 
colonization is got up ; the money of the pious and charitable is solicited 
towards its carrying on ; and the free negros are persecuted with a view 
‘* to force them to emigrate !” 

This view of the case is confirmed in the work of a native American, 
‘* New England and her Institutions: by one of her Sons.” We there learn, 
that “the removal of the free blacks in a great degree removes the occa- 
sions of discontent among the slaves ; and by thus taking from the planter 
all fear of insurrection, they are encouraged to let the system remain as it 
is, without any effort for its removal.” ‘‘ The planters at the South thus 
understand the tendency of the Society, and advocate it for the avowed 
purpose of giving them a stronger hold upon the slaves.” 

But the time for these petty contrivances is fast passing away. The 
American people surely must see how they are hampered by their own 
crime. At the present instant, while they talk so loudly about Mr. 
M’Leod, the boundary question, and every other assumed grievance, they 
know full well that in six weeks from their declaration of war with 
England the union would be dissolved. Nothing could prevent the 
negrosjof Jamaica, now free, happy, rich, and full of ardour, from rushing 
to the rescue of their brethren in Carolina. Three millions of internal 
foes would be rather a serious feature in the strife. How much lon 
will the people of America permit themselves to be rendered incapable of 
going to war by this fatal weakness ? 








WE extract the following interesting account from a recent letter 
of the Committee of the Massachusetts Female Emancipation Society, to 
the Female Anti-Slavery Society of Bond Street Chapel, Birmingham :— 
* I cannot close without noticing an affecting incident that occurred in 
our covenant meeting two months since. An excellent coloured sister, a 
member of the church, rose and said, ‘ Dear brethren and sisters, I feel 
as though my hedrt would break—I hardly knew how to get here to- 
night, but I thought I would come for a few moments, and tell you my 
sorrows. I heard to-day (she continued) that my poor dear son, who is a 
slave in Richmond, Virginia, lately tried to get away—he had got a good 
way from them, but was betrayed by some one, and carried again to 
his cruel master. And (related she) one of my free-sisters there wrote me 
a letter, telling me that he was to receive FoRTY LASHES EVERY DAY TILE 
Curistmas! O dear! my heart is almost broke when I think of it; 
but I thought I must come and fell you, and beg of you to Pray for him, 
that the Lord would pity him, and bring him here yet to me.’ This 
poor sister was once a slave herself, but laboured till she had accumulated 
sufficient to purchase herself. She is a very excellent woman. Tt was 
enough to make one weep tears of blood, to see this precious sister’s heart so 
wrung with ish at the thought of the sufferings of her poor dear 
child. But behold her faith! ‘I,believe,’ said she, with a hopeful voice 
‘ that the Lord will hear my prayers, and that my dear boy will yet be free.* 
I met her at meeting a few evenings since, and. seeing two coloured men 
who were introduced by her to oyr good pastor, I asked her if either of 
them was her son? ‘No, my child,’ she replied, ‘ but I trust in my 
God for that yet; I think he will yet give me my child!’ My heart in- 
voluntarily exclaimed, ‘May it be unto thee according to y faith ” 
Pray for her, dear sisters, for the expectation of the poor shall not be 
cut off.” i 
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arate aay MR THANRO Chee hie dicts Siied hted: Neweastle on Tyne, , 2 ke i Mie 
Our readers are aware that ee ae Who hes distinguis 1m Angas, Jobn L, : 2 i iy Be yy 
self as an abolitionist, was sppointed by her Majesty's government British} 4 sostrong, James ; : ; 010 0 
consul at Havana, and superintendent of liberated Africans, The papers! Batson, W.S. i f : Be at Ge 
inform us that the authorities in Cuba have refused to acknowledge him,| }s.aumont, William : ae Oa a 
on account of his anti-slavery principles. As a straw to show which way! Caroill, Thomas). ‘ : 3 2116 
the stream runs, we give below en extract of a letter from the corres- Chapman, A. : : : : 010 0 
dent of the Morning Chroniele at Madrid, to which wo shall subjoin the] Gyahman, William : . 200 
ief but pithy rejoinder of that paper. This is the extract. , Dees, Robert R. . <a eae : 010 0 010 0 
«« You will doubtless have seen a paragraph in the journals, stating that Fenwick, John : ; ae eee 4 +4/ 0 
the Spanish government had denied its erequatur to Mr. Turnbull, British Finlay, James ; ; : ; 3 3 0 Sk De 
consul at the Havana, in consequence of his writings and conduct with Forster, Matthew Z : ‘ ce 01040 
respect to the slavery question in the island. The gaara government, I) Grote Joseph : : A : ox ee v 
believe, have no official information of their authorities there having ape grid e. Michael ‘ : = 6 rae er. 
refused or withdrawn the exeguatur of Mr. Turnbull. But it is true that Gliver Datel : ; : ‘ 1.00 
the injudicious zeal of the agents and persons professing to be connected Priestman, Jonethen . . ae ee ee 
with the Anti-slavery Association of London has given much uneasiness Richardson, George ; : ar ts ge ae 
to the Spanish capitalists, colonists, and government, in that quarter of the Richardson, J. : 4 ‘ ae } 
world. I have no doubt that the indiscretion of the parties alluded to has Richardson, Henry : ; : 100 
materially injured the cause of abolition in the Spanish colonies. The state Walters Ralph : ‘ 3 eke wa) 2a 
of Spain‘and England in this respect is very different. England was able Wilson "Ralph ‘ ° ° . 010 0 
to compensate the holders, and to prevent the evil consequences that might North Shields. 
arise from the emancipated slaves themselves. Her treasury and her navy Brows, William, Jun. : f ee ag 121° 
enabled her to do this. Unfortunately Spain bas neither one nor the other. Brown, William |. ; ‘ : 020 0 °.0°6: © 
If the Spanish government even wished to move in the matter, what} °°.’ Charles . : ; , es ae ae ee ee 
answer could it give the slave-proprietor on asking compensation ? None-} dixon, Elisha . : : : 010 
If, on the other hand, the abolition doctrines are pushed to the extent in Sis eas Mis. ; : : : 010 o 
the Spanish colonies of exciting the black i pea: to revolt, the loss of Hall George ; ’ : 5 05 0 
those colonies, the most important sources 0 Spanish revenue, might be Hall. hot | ; 3 ‘ . 050 
the consequence. These are points of serious consideration to the Spanish , PROSE oseph : : : : 02 6 
vernment, and which no reasonable person should lightly tamper with. r Ty Joseph : : : . 010 0 
oing so, in fact, is but to injure the cause which the society professes to Liet . William : ; ‘ 05 0 
serve, because, as itis utterly impossible for the Spanish government and re) heii : js : : 05 0 
ople, however well they may be disposed, to imitate the example of Por Rie ‘ ‘ . as GX ae 
ngland, any measures of individuals or of the society to force the attain- Tiere TR } i i . eo 4°°¢ 1 405 
ment of their objects can only lead to the provocation of both government Prana. Joseph ; ; ‘ : 11.0 
and people to reject the advice and arguments of the abolitionists. The Riiiektin Son. ; . : 010 0 
removal of the evil in the Spanish colonies will be a tedious process ; it Richaideon. Miss : ‘ : ae a 
cannot be accomplished immediately, or even in a few years,” : Richards weg William i 3 . 010 0 
So far the Madrid writer. The editor remarks as follows :— Reaine Rob ‘ae : : ; oo EE 
** Our Madrid letter is of the 21st, and turns chiefly on the refusal of Wateoen Michael. ; : ? ae 05 0 
the exequatur to Mr. Turnbull as consul atthe Havana, and on the fears Wiser: James : _ : og Be 
of the Spaniards at having the abolition question too hastily pushed. But Viseeat? Bir : i 4 . oe ae 
let the Spanish government take care, for events are impelling the question South Sends " 
forward as fast as Mr. Turnbull The French are already determined on Ridihetdes. Christopher : : ‘ee see 010 a 
an emancipation law ; and Cuba will not many years remain an exception, Bell Erna gton : 3 e ; 100 
merely for the sake of the Madrid treasury.” Briggs, Henry f ; 010 6 
i i A Pe Hargrave, Joseph : . ‘ ee ee ee 
An interesting debate has arisen on the slavery question in the Harper, William . : : ; 010 0 
French chamber of deputies. It sopere that M. Thiers was acting] Winterbottom. J. M..M.D. (Westoe) ; eo 
treacherously in the matter ; but M. Guizot declares the sincerity and{ de- Senderiend . i 
termination of the present cabinet. Aloosk; Seal : i 05 6 
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« Williams, John. . : ‘ 0 50 Midgley, James : s ee 0 
Willis, John. . . . OPE Ss ae Petrie, John ’ : : 2 9 
‘ Collected at the Public Meeting . . 5 9 0 NE ee i 
Subscriptions .  . ayy FO Southworth, Thomas ; . 05 0 
Donations Pees 190? eo AS ORD . a RicuaRD BARRETT, ‘of 13, Mark Lane, 
: 21 6 0 P¥in the Parish of All. Hallows Staining, he te batuh or et, Mary, 
fr eid pene Lacan Wet ot casherae Grip alherie Street, Strand os oro — 
x 18 0 @ 








Sold by W. Evenert, 16, Finch Lane, Cornhill, March 10th, 1841. 
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